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Audltlons
Mon Ist &Wed 3rd Sep
Mon 8th & Wed 10th Sept 2025

7:00pm at
Fulbourn Centre, Home End, B2 5BS




Open Auditions!

	OPEN AUDITIONS: Northanger Abbey, by Jane Austen, adapted by Matthew Francis, published by Samuel French.

	“If adventures do not befall a young lady in her own village, she must seek them abroad.”

In this witty and engaging stage adaptation of Jane Austen’s beloved novel, Catherine Morland, a young and impressionable heroine, is invited to stay at the mysterious Northanger Abbey. While there, she becomes even more enamoured with gothic novels and begins to imagine that sinister secrets lie within the abbey’s walls.

As Catherine’s romantic fantasies lead her astray, she navigates the complexities of love, friendship, and societal expectations, all while discovering the difference between fantasy and reality. With Austen’s sharp social commentary, this adaptation captures the charm, humour, and intrigue of 18th-century England, highlighting the conflicts between youthful imagination and the realities of life.




	AUDITION DATES:

	· Monday 1st September 2025, 7:30pm

· Wednesday 3rd September 2025, 7:30pm

· Monday 8th September 2025, 7:30pm

· Wednesday 10th September 2025, 7:30pm

*If  you are interested in auditioning, but cannot make the dates, please use the ‘interested in auditioning’ link or code to indicate, or contact the director directly, Jody Deacon (deaconjody@gmail.com)


	AUDITION LOCATION:

	· Townley Memorial Hall, Home End, Fulbourn, Cambridgeshire, CB21 5BS

*Alternative audition dates (if offered) may be in a different location, but if this is the case, further details will follow, so please ensure you contact the director directly, Jody Deacon (deaconjody@gmail.com)


	SYNOPSIS:

	Northanger Abbey is about the dangers of fiction.  

Brought up in a sleepy provincial parsonage Catherine Morland lives a safe and comfortable life, which provides her with little excitement.  So she lives for much of her time in a fantasy world of romance and mystery based on the Gothic novels of her time, the early 1800’s.  

Catherine is suddenly introduced to the complicated world of a “season” at Bath, and tries to make sense of it by constant reference to the gothic romances which have been her all-consuming passion at home.  

This trip to Bath, also introduces Catherine to real romance but a subsequent stay at Northanger Abbey – which looks like the perfect setting for a novel (Udolpho) by Mrs Anne Radcliffe - leads Catherine into a series of embarrassing misjudgements.   

Believing “society” to be very much as Mrs Anne Radcliffe describes it, Catherine makes a number of alarming miscalculations about personalities and relationships.

Abashed, Catherine bids farewell to her beloved Gothic world, only to be dealt a cruel blow in the real one.  But true love is at hand and all ends happily - Catherine survives – thanks principally to the indulgence of her author.  

Matthew Francis's stage adaptation of Northanger Abbey was written in 1995 and premiered at the Greenwich Theatre in London on July 4, 1996. It was well-received for capturing the humour and wit of Jane Austen’s original novel while making it accessible for modern audiences.
This adaptation of Jane Austen’s first novel wryly dramatizes Catherine’s fantasy world alongside the real one, and captures all Austen’s irony and acerbic comment in witty dialogue and narration.




	PERFORMANCE DATES:

	· Monday 16th February 2026 – dress rehearsal (full run through – Townley Memorial Hall, Fulbourn

· Tuesday 17th February 2026 – technical rehearsal (full run through) – Townley Memorial Hall, Fulbourn
· Wednesday 18th February 2026, curtain up 7:30pm – Townley Memorial Hall, Fulbourn
· Thursday 19th February 2026, curtain up 7:30pm – Townley Memorial Hall, Fulbourn
· Friday 20th February 2026, curtain up 7:30pm – Townley Memorial Hall, Fulbourn
· Saturday 21st February 2026, curtain up 7:30pm – Townley Memorial Hall, Fulbourn
*Cast are kindly asked to be available on these dates from 6:30pm, in readiness for doors open.


	REHEARSALS:

	· Monday’s prompt start 7:30pm – Townley Memorial Hall, Fulbourn

· Wednesday’s prompt start 7:30pm – Townley Memorial Hall, Fulbourn
We are a lovely, local, friendly amateur dramatics group, proud of our productions, where many people make life-long friends while indulging in their theatrical passion; there is an area for light refreshments during breaks, and often cast and crew bring in treats.  The Townley Memorial Hall also has adequate parking and we mostly rehearse in the main hall, on the stage itself.

A rehearsal time-table will be available from mid-September,  (rehearsals may potentially start as early as mid-September 2025 too, and may potentially be held at a different location – this is yet to be agreed) further details on this will follow for those cast.

Core rehearsal period is expected to be throughout the months of November 2025, December 2025 (with a pause for Christmas), January 2026 and February 2026.

Rehearsals are TWICE WEEKLY and start at 7:30pm, cast are kindly asked to arrive by 7:20pm to allow for a prompt start.  Rehearsals run for usually 2 hours at a time, but this may lengthen closer to the production date.

In addition, normally cast and crew will be asked to join a WhatsApp group relating to the Northanger Abbey production, to allow everyone to keep in touch during rehearsal and production period.
*Those cast will be asked to share details of any forthcoming holidays/other commitments booked, in order to structure rehearsals for maximum benefit.  


	CAST REQUIREMENTS:

	· 9 female (roles)

· 9 male (roles)

*Playing ages are flexible, and dependant on actors available, so please feel free to audition for any part!  A total of 18 characters are sought, with potential for further none-speaking roles, such as servants, Townsfolk, dancers, musicians, Gothic visions…! etc.  It will certainly be a case of the more the merrier! 😊  A decision to double some roles may be taken, if casting numbers are lower than the cast requirements.  The minimum number of actors required for this performance is 9, for the production to be viable.



	Traditionally 5 MAIN FEMALE roles to be cast:

· Miss Catherine Morland – The protagonist, a young woman with a vivid imagination and a love for gothic novels.
· Miss Isabella Thorpe – Catherine's friend, whose flirtations and ambitions cause complications in the story.
· Miss Eleanor Tilney – Henry Tilney’s kind and sensible sister, who befriends Catherine.
· Mrs. Morland - Catherine's mother, practical, caring, and maternal.
· Mrs. Allen – A friend of the Morland family, and a companion to Catherine during her stay in Bath.

	Traditionally 4 MAIN MALE roles to be cast:

· Mr. Henry Tilney – The charming and intelligent love interest of Catherine Morland.
· Mr. John Thorpe – A boisterous and self-assured man who tries to court Catherine but is ultimately dismissed.
· General Tilney – The stern and imposing father of Henry Tilney.
· Mr. James Morland – Catherine’s brother, who is also involved in a romance with Isabella Thorpe.


	Traditionally 4 MINOR FEMALE role to be cast:

· Mrs Thorpe (Isabella's mother) – overbearing, materialistic, and obsessed with marrying off her daughters to wealthy suitors. 
· Annette (the Gothic vision) - is a young woman from The Mysteries of Udolpho, described as a sympathetic and virtuous character who is caught in a perilous situation within the gothic novel. 
· Annette (the housekeeper) – is a much older version of Annette the Gothic vision, but still an imaginary vision, who Catherine projects as being the housekeeper of Northanger Abbey.
· Dimity O’Flynn – is an Irish dressmaker in Bath, she provides comedic narration to mark the passing of time in Catherine’s debut in Bath.
	Traditionally 5 MINOR MALE role to be cast:

· Mr Morland (Catherine’s father) - Catherine’s father, is a realist, but kind and supportive.
· Captain Frederick Tilney - He is the eldest son of General Tilney and the brother of Henry and Eleanor Tilney.  
· Montoni - is the villainous Italian nobleman who is the master of the eerie and mysterious Udolpho castle in the novel The Mysteries of Udolpho. 

· Narrator – appears throughout the play, sporadically, to move the story line along and assist with some of Catherine’s inner thoughts and imaginary characters from her Gothic Novels.
· Count de Vereza – another imaginary Gothic character from Catherine’s imagination, one she romanticises over at times.


FEMALE ROLES TO BE CAST (X9)
	Name: Miss. Catherine Morland (MAIN)
	Suggested Age Range: 18–25

	Brief description: – The protagonist, a young woman with a vivid imagination and a love for gothic novels.  Catherine is imaginative, intelligent, and somewhat naïve, often getting lost in fantasy due to her love for gothic novels. She is kind-hearted and curious but learns through the play to distinguish fantasy from reality. Catherine matures throughout the story, gaining self-awareness.
	Potential for doubling up: 

No



	Name: Miss. Isabella Thorpe (MAIN)
	Suggested Age Range: 18–25

	Brief description: – Catherine's friend, whose flirtations and ambitions cause complications in the story.  Isabella is charming, and self-serving. She quickly becomes Catherine’s friend but seeks to marry for social advantage, particularly aiming for Catherine’s brother, James. She encourages Catherine’s fantasies but has her own selfish motivations.
	Potential for doubling up: 

No


	Name: Miss. Eleanor Tilney (MAIN)
	Suggested Age Range: 25–35

	Brief description: – Henry Tilney’s kind and sensible sister, who befriends Catherine. Eleanor is warm-hearted. She is a steady emotional anchor for Catherine, embodying practicality and compassion. She is subtly trapped in her father’s overbearing control.
	Potential for doubling up: 

Yes


	Name: Mrs. Morland (MAIN)
	Suggested Age Range: 40–55

	Brief description: – Catherine's mother.  Mrs. Morland is practical, caring, and maternal. She represents Catherine’s familiar, homey life before she enters the more complicated world of Bath and Northanger Abbey.
	Potential for doubling up: 

Yes


	Name: Mrs. Allen (MAIN)
	Suggested Age Range: 45–60

	Brief description: – A friend of the Morland family, and a companion to Catherine during her stay in Bath.  Mrs. Allen is fussy, superficial, and concerned with wealth and appearance. While not deeply involved in the action, she offers a comic presence and a foil to Catherine’s more earnest nature.
	Potential for doubling up: 

Yes


	Name: Mrs. Thorpe (Isabella's mother) (MINOR)
	Suggested Age Range: 40–55

	Brief description: – Mrs. Thorpe is Isabella’s overbearing mother, overly-social, materialistic, and obsessed with marrying off her daughters to wealthy suitors. She pressures Isabella to pursue advantageous relationships.

	Potential for doubling up: 

Yes




	Name: Annette (the Gothic vision) (MINOR)
	Suggested Age Range: 18–25

	Brief description: - This is small but important role.  Annette is a young, virtuous, and brave heroine in the gothic novel The Mysteries of Udolpho. In the novel, she is a servant who finds herself in a dire and suspenseful situation, caught in the sinister plots of the villain Montoni. Despite the dangers surrounding her, Annette maintains her moral integrity, showing both strength and courage in the face of adversity.

In Catherine’s mind, Annette represents the damsel in distress, embodying the virtues of innocence and moral purity, who might need rescuing from the sinister forces of the world.   Catherine, influenced by the gothic conventions she reads about, imagines that she too could find herself in a similar predicament at Northanger Abbey, casting herself in the role of the heroine.  Annette’s character is often vulnerable yet resolute, and she provides a contrast to Catherine’s own growing sense of fear and imagination, as Catherine begins to see potential threats and mysteries where none exist.

Annette’s role is critical in showcasing Catherine’s overactive imagination and how Catherine projects the themes of the gothic novel she is reading onto her surroundings. Annette would not be a character that interacts with the other characters physically, but would instead be represented as a part of Catherine's internal journey and her growing realisation that reality is not always as she imagines it. The ability to provide a French accent would be advantageous.  
	Potential for doubling up: 

Yes



	Name: Annette (the housekeeper) (MINOR)
	Suggested Age Range: 25–35

	Brief description: - This is small but important role.  Annette the housekeeper is also a figment of Catherine’s imagination, but potentially a little older.  She is shrinking and fearful in her actions and superstitious in nature. The ability to provide a French accent would be advantageous.  
	Potential for doubling up: 

Yes


	Name: Dimity O’Flynn (MINOR)
	Suggested Age Range: 18–25

	Brief description: - This is a small but fun part.  Dimity is not a character from Jane Austen’s original Northanger Abbey or The Mysteries of Udolpho, but instead, Dimity is created as part of Catherine's fantasy world. 

Dimity is a dramatic and comedic character introduced in Matthew Francis’s adaptation to emphasise Catherine's overactive imagination, she ‘narrates’ to the audience, parts of Catherine’s journey.  Ability to carry lines in an Irish accent would be advantageous.  
The inclusion of Dimity serves as a satirical element, as dressmaker in Bath and highlights Catherine’s naïveté and the way she distorts the world around her based on the exaggerated expectations set by gothic novels. 

Dimity’s presence in the play amplifies Catherine's comic misunderstandings and emotional journey, created to amplify the gothic tropes Catherine is obsessed with and help with the passage of time.

Dimity is part of the humorous and exaggerated world that Catherine creates, offering a glimpse into how deeply the novels influence her perception of reality.

	Potential for doubling up: 

Yes 




MALE ROLES TO BE CAST (X9)
	Name: Mr. Henry Tilney (MAIN)
	Suggested Age Range: 25–35

	Brief description: – The charming and intelligent love interest of Catherine Morland.  Henry is witty, with a strong sense of propriety. He treats Catherine with respect and amusement but ultimately loves her for her genuine nature. He contrasts with his superficial brother, Captain Tilney.
	Potential for doubling up: 

Yes


	Name: Mr. John Thorpe (MAIN)
	Suggested Age Range: 20–30

	Brief description: – A boisterous and self-assured man who tries to court Catherine but is ultimately dismissed.

John Thorpe is Isabella’s Brother, he is brash, arrogant, and obsessed with social standing. He constantly tries to impress Catherine and is convinced of his own importance. His lack of self-awareness and persistence make him unlikeable and comedic.
	Potential for doubling up: 

Yes


	Name: General Tilney (MAIN)
	Suggested Age Range: 50–65

	Brief description: – The stern and imposing father of Henry Tilney.  General Tilney is strict, domineering, and obsessed with status and propriety. He believes his family must maintain their reputation, and his misjudgement of Catherine based on her perceived social standing leads to conflict.
	Potential for doubling up: 

Yes


	James Morland
	

	Brief description: – Catherine’s brother, who is also involved in a romance with Isabella Thorpe.  James is earnest, kind-hearted, and somewhat naïve, particularly in his attachment to Isabella, whom he believes to be sincere. His story arc involves realizing Isabella’s true nature.
	Potential for doubling up: 

Yes


	Name: Captain Tilney (MINOR)
	Suggested Age Range: 25–35

	Brief description: - He is the eldest son of General Tilney and the older brother of Henry, and Eleanor Tilney.  Captain Tilney is flirtatious, self-interested, and concerned with his own reputation. He represents the rakish and superficial side of the Tilney family, in contrast to the earnest Henry.
	Potential for doubling up: 

Yes



	Name: Mr Morland 
	Suggested Age Range: 45–60

	Brief description: - Catherine’s father, Mr. Morland is mild-mannered, kind, and somewhat absent-minded. He plays a supportive, though minor, role in the plot, representing the stability of Catherine’s life before she enters the world of Bath.
	Potential for doubling up: 

Yes 




	Name: Principle Narrator
	Suggested Age Range: n/a

	Brief description: - While this role has been deemed to be male, it is flexible and could be played by a female, however, the aim is to keep the cast equal in sex, to ensure dance scenes are effective – there will be a lot of background dancing, as dancing is very important to Catherine and her peers. 

In addition, while other characters may have lines spoken to the audience, the intention behind this role, is to have a clear defined ‘storyteller’ on stage at certain markers for Catherine’s journey.


	Potential for doubling up: 

Yes 




	Count de Vereza
	

	Brief description: - Like Dimity O'Flynn, Count de Vereza is part of the adaptation created by Matthew Francis for Northanger Abbey.  

Count de Vereza symbolizes the mysterious, aristocratic figure, adding an element of dark romance that Catherine associates with the men around her, and believes she might encounter.  He represents the gothic romantic hero—charming, enigmatic, and possibly dangerous. Much like Montoni, Count de Vereza is an aristocrat whose presence is shrouded in mystery and intrigue. 

He’s an extension of Catherine’s desire for adventure and intrigue as she navigates the real and imagined dangers. He is a man of high social standing with a dark, brooding presence, with a flare for the venetian.
	Potential for doubling up: 

Yes 



	Name: Montoni (MINOR)
	Suggested Age Range: 40–60

	Brief description: - This is a small but important role.  Montoni is a Villain in The Mysteries of Udolpho and the primary antagonist. He is an Italian nobleman who owns Udolpho, a large, isolated and ominous castle in the Pyrenees. 

In Catherine’s mind, as she reads this novel, Catherine imagines the General Tilney as being similar to Montoni - Montoni becomes a central figure in her growing fear and paranoia at Northanger Abbey - a dark, threatening figure hiding sinister secrets within Northanger Abbey’s walls. 

This projection heightens Catherine’s suspicion and anxiety, leading her to create dramatic narratives about the people and events around her.  

Montoni is a tyrannical figure who controls the lives of those around him, Montoni is often seen as a classic example of a gothic villain: he is emotionally and physically imposing, with a secretive, malicious nature. He uses his power for selfish gain, and he is involved in several sinister plots.  Calculating, manipulative, and willing to harm others to achieve his goals, he is emotionally cold and creates an atmosphere of suspense and fear.  Montoni is often described as dark, brooding, and with a menacing presence, creating a feeling of danger and mystery and contributing to the exploration of freedom vs. control.

Montoni is a projection of Catherine’s fears and the suspenseful, sinister atmosphere Catherine imagines within the abbey.  Catherine believes she is uncovering dark secrets and dark controlling forces, rather than observing a conservative, well-intentioned but overbearing father.  

This misinterpretation forms part of the satirical critique of gothic novels in Northanger Abbey, as Catherine's overactive imagination, influenced by books, leads her to create imaginary dangers at Northanger Abbey.

Montoni’s presence is episodic, only appearing at key moments when Catherine’s imagination is particularly active, especially when she is trying to piece together what she believes to be hidden secrets at Northanger Abbey.


	Potential for doubling up: 

Yes



	CHARACTERS:

	As this is a Jane Austen adaptation, we would like to evoke that chaotic sense of being ‘out in society’ in the 1800’s, so if you are new to being on stage, or simply want to join in but can’t quite take on the commitment of a main character, might you want to be part of the hustle and bustle of the Bath House for instance?

Dances for instance are a very important part of Northanger Abbey – for the young ladies in particular, dancing is the ultimate diversion: allowing them to display their skill, flirt, have some physical contact with the opposite sex, show off their beautiful gowns, be the centre of attention, recruit husbands. It is not a casual pastime – it is an exuberant one! 

Therefore, it would be wonderful if we could have plenty of bodies on stage within certain scenes, so if you fancy being a narrator, or even a non-speaking role, trying your feet at partnered dancing,  or trying your hand at being a background ‘musician’, or a servant, coachman, innkeeper, or even one of Catherine’s Gothic visions from her imagination, come along to the audition!

*Principle Narrator role required*
Potential non-speaking roles:

· Mr Allen 

· Servants

· Dressmakers assistant

· Ladies 

· Gentlemen

· Master of the Upper Rooms

· Actor in a Bath play

· Audience members

· Coachman

· Innkeeper

· Townsfolk

· Musician

· Bath-House attendant/dancer

· ‘Gothic visions’ for dream sequences


	THANK YOU!

	For considering to audition for our production, we look forward to meeting you in September 😊
Key contacts:
deaconjody@gmail.com 

Audition pre-registration  link  (you don’t have to pre-register, but you might like to!)
Audition pre-registration QR Code
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